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XARGE proportion of our leading busi-
ness and professional men are now
able, through the modern miracle

of transportation, to work in the city and
live in the suburb. They may imagine
that their minds are not conditioned, their
thinking not modified, by the fact that
they travel twenty or fifty miles daily to
hang their hats. If so, they are wrong.
The separation of the sphere of livelihood
from that of home inevitably affects a
man's outlook on the affairs of the-city,
the suburb, and the country at large; and
unless he is perpetually on guard, it instills
in him a subtle but all-the-more-damaging
mood of escapism.

Because so many of our suburbanites are
successful men, who collectively wield
great power in American life, this charac-
teristic suburban irresponsibility is some-

. thing with which the country will have to

reckon. For the growth of the suburb, both
in population and influence, is one of the
remarkable phenomena of our time-and
one of which, unfortunately, the suburban-
ite himself is generally unaware.

AMERICA has been g.oing suburban. The
£\. city moving out and the country
moving in have met and mingled in this
new melting pot-the urban belt. Accord-
ing to the latest United States census, the
suburban population increased approxi-
mately thirty per cent between 1930 and
1940, against little more than seven per
cent for the country as a whole. In the
decade between 1920 and 1930, the sub-
urbs grew five times faster than the rural
districts and three times faster than the
cities they encompassed. Already fifty-
eight per cent of the people in this country
live in metropolitan areas, with a dispro-

Carl von Rhode, a writer who has appeared before in
Harper's, has lived in the suburban and satellite cities
of two oj our leading metropolitan American centers.
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portionate number in nineteen centers
such as Greater New York, Chicagoland,
and Greater Los Angeles. Small towns,
the traditional citadels of American pro--
vincialism, have become enveloped in
some metropolitan area or another, and
have become citified. Highway 67 is now
the extension of Main Street and the cor-
ner grocery has given place to the A. & P.

"Metropolis" means literally "mother of
cities"; in modern life, it has come to
mean "center of traffic streams." We must
revise our traditional conceptions of the
rural and urban nature of our social life
in terms of its increasing metropolitan
and suburban character. People no longer
live in states, butin metropolitan areas at
the convergence of highways. Chicagoland
sprawls about the lower end of Lake
Michigan, encompassing portions of Michi-
gan, Indiana,' Illinois, and Wisconsin.
The Chicago human watershed extends ,
east to the population slope toward Detroit
and south to the lowlands that drain cars
and trucks into St. Louis. Already the color
splotches on habitation maps of this coun-
try indicate, not state divisions, but vast,
sprawling population areas. The metropo-
lis is not a unit, but a cluster of suburban
communities. We began as a rural people;
we passed into a nation of towns and cities;
we are now well advanced in our metro-
politan era. .

The metropolis grows like a tree in con-
centric circles, rim upon rim, the inner
rings hardening or "citifying" and the
outer bark expanding or "urbanizing."
The age of a suburb can be roughly esti-
mated, therefore, by its distance from the
parent trunk, the older population rings
being near and the younger remote. Con-
tiguous sections, furthermore, bear within
themselves evidences of the successive
architectural modifications which have
marked their development. As one moves
from the city into a seasoned suburb, he
first passes through an apartment belt,
which indicates that citification is well on
the way; he then discovers the massive
Victorian houses of old Suburbia, which
have thus far successfully withstood the in-
vasion of the metropolis; and finally he
overtakes modern homes on the extremity,
indicating the community's last stand as
a suburb.

Under the pressure of population
growth, every suburb passes in time
through three more or less standard cycles
-rural, urban, and metropolitan. By the
time the urban stage is reached, the best
homes have been built-and the churches
have gone deeply into debt for imposing
community houses. Then comes a decline
in property values; while the apartment
dwellers are creeping in at the front door
the "suburbanites" steal out at the back
door. A few home owners remain to fight a
losing battle against "encroachment;" but-
the young people, and those who can sell,
retreat to the new "Waverly Hills" farther
out. About this time there is heard the first
talk of "annexation." By a strange irony,
the one section in American life which felt
itself most secure from the turgid flow of
metropolitan life has awakened to find it-
self stranded in it midstream. .

SUBURBS are, of course, not alike. The
industrial community, though it is at-

tached to the metropolitan area, is an in-
dependent population unit built around an
industry like textiles or automobiles. It
violates the general characteristics of the
suburb in that most of its population lives
in the region where it is employed, and in
that workers often commute out of the city
to their work in the suburb. This kind of
suburb has been rightly described as a
"satellite" because it is generally a small,
self-contained city whose life gravitates
about the large central city. The steel cities
of Chicagoland-South Chicago, Ham-
mond, and Gary-are cases in point. In
short, their communities are geographi-
cally rather than culturally suburban.

The middle class and poor residential
sections of these satellite towns are fully
suburban in that their populations com-
mute into the sustaining city. These are
sections of moderately priced or cheap
apartment-house or cottage rentals to meet
the pocketbooks of the white collar work-
ers or the laboring men. Some of these
communities comprise distinctly "foreign"

'and second generation populations, in
which case the customs often exhibit a
charming, old-country flavor of Italy,
Ireland, or Russia. These are. the local
color suburbs to which residents of the
more privileged communities drive out
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for a "typical" dinner in some well-known
restaurant.

Some of the white collar communities
inhabited by the office workers and pro-,
fessional class are-though modest-new,
clean, and architecturally attractive. In
such places one is apt to find a high per-
centage of young married couples with
small children, 'who have not yet achieved
the economic status necessary for life in
the wealthy suburb. The birth rate is
much higher in these middle-class com-
munities than it is in the older, established
suburbs, toward which these families who
are getting their start ultimately aspire.
These intermediate suburbs, especially the
white collar communities, display most of
the typical suburban characteristics which
we shall presently discuss, and which we
find fully developed in the wealthier sub-

, urb.
But when we speak of "the suburb," we

generally have in mind the well-to-do resi-
dential community where most of the
financially successful people in this coun-
try now reside. This type is planned, re-
stricted, and landscaped. Most of the
homes are in the higher income brackets,
many of them spacious and surrounded by
ample grounds. A small and unobtrusive
business district, often characterized by
good and uniform architecture, is some-
where near the center of the community,
and one or two country clubs are on the
outskirts. The school buildings and the
churches are generally of the most sub-
stantial architectural types. Building re-
strictions insure the uniform excellence of
the dwellings, generally prohibiting apart-
ments and two-family dwellings, and "un-
desirables" are often excluded by a com-
mon agreement not to sell or lease prop-
erty to them even if they can, afford it.
Though the suburbanite is unalterably op-
posed to governmental control, there is one
kind of legislation he approves of thor-
oughly-zoning. He invokes every kind of
building and housing restriction to main-
tain the social excellence of his section, and
to keep it inviolate. "The ,physical aspects
of these suburbs savor the peace and quiet
of the prosperous countryside." The bulk
of the population is native American, and
the churches are predominantly Protes-
tant. The people who have money enough

to live in them employ the highest percent-
age of domestic and personal service in
the country. "Ease, dignity, and social
self-sufficiency are the dominant charac-
teristics of this type of suburb."

Among others of the well-to-do class,
there are the North Shore communities of
Chicago; the Newton, Milton, and Weston
sections around Boston; the Westchester,
New Jersey, Long Island, and western
Connecticut residential areas near New
York; the Chestnut Hill and "Main Line'"
communities outside of Philadelphia; the
Beverly Hills section close to Los Angeles.
These are the fully developed suburban
communities which typically exemplify
the suburban mind.

II

Nowlet us look at the social character-
istics of this sort of suburb.

For one thing, it is a place of retreat.
The people who first moved into the sub-
urbs came to "get away from things" and
they paid a high price in dollars and cents
for their privacy. The stone walls and iron
fences which surround many of the early
estates in the original havens of the finan-
cially successful are symbolic of this atti-
tude. An old chronicle of Evanston, one of
Chicago's North Shore suburbs, describing
it idyllically as a region of "sylvan glades,"
betrays characteristic early suburban es-
capist psychology. The new houses of
Suburbia, especially the "additions" built
in the nineteen-twenties, exhibit a con-
temporary version of escapism in architec-
ture, what with the English half-timbered
cottage types, the Spanish villas, the Cape
Cod salt boxes, and other habitations as
remote as possible from our everyday
American contemporary life. The houses
of Suburbia are symbolic of the conscious
or subconscious desire of their inhabitants
to retreat from the realities of a world
which is on the whole pretty grim and ter-
rible. They protect from everything "ex-
cept Death and the Rain and Tomorrow."

Because the suburb is a place where
people come to get away, they resent in-
trusion. It is largely a one-class-and
class-conscious-community which gives
grudging hospitality to newcomers. The
typical suburbanite regards new stores and
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new residential sections as invasions, and,
above all, new people as threats to seclu-
sion. A woman who had lived in one sub-
urb since it was a place of quiet, shaded
streets, voiced her subconscious resent-
ment when she remarked, "There are so
many new people around that I do not
feel at home." When another woman in
a similar suburb was confronted with new
faces at her club meeting, looking down
her nose she disposed of them with the
epithet, "Southerners!" Of course it is
exasperating, especially for people who
moved to escape the madding crowd, to
discover so many new people, as one does
in a rapidly growing suburb. One can be-
come acquainted with the principal issues
involved in the management of the local
public schools, for example, and get to
know most of the people who should be
consulted, but when he attends a school
meeting and finds that a lot of new ar-
rivals in town make it necessary for him
to do over again all that he accomplished
at the previous meeting, he is tempted to
give up and go home. It takes an energetic
person to keep plugging in such a situa-
tion. But whether it be from innate resent-
ment of new people or from the confusion
they create, the suburb clings tenaciously
to its identity as a colony of the privileged.

It is, of course, economically a parasite,
sucking its life from the city, but giving
back to the parent stock little more than
a festoon of city-bought beauty. It costs
something to live in the suburb, especially
the typical well-set-up community, but its
comfortable standards are maintained by
profitable industry in the city. From the
standpoint of population, the suburb is
almost wholly parasitical, securing its re-
markable increase not from births but
from the influx of families. Except in the
newer and in the less expensive suburban
communities, where the young couples
live, the children who attend the suburban
schools are seldom born in the place. If the
declining birth rate in the typical suburb
were indicative of the country as a whole,
we would be in for a sharp population de-
cline. Economically, of course, the suburb
lives en the city-or on the nation. It has
been facetiously remarked that the com-
muter is fed and clothed for pen-pushing
in the skyscraper, and that he is the only
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American whose heart and treasure are
twenty miles apart. And lifting the bracket
to the wealthier suburbanite, one might
say he beautifies his suburban estate from
dividends secured in Wall Street or La-
Salle Street. Almost the only people who
earn their living in Suburbia, aside from
real-estate dealers (and domestic servants),
are salespeople in the swank shops who
pass the suburban commuter mornings
and evenings as they commute in reverse,
to and from the city, where they can af-
ford to live. In short, the suburb flourishes
numerically, aesthetically, and economi-
cally at the expense of the everyday Amer-
ican society which it endeavors to escape.

SINCE the suburb is a place of retirement,
it imperceptibly becomes more and

more the refuge of the retired. True, a
large proportion of business and profes-
sional men hold themselves to the rigid
discipline of the office in the city, scrupu-
lously reading their newspapers every
morning on the 8:10 or the 7:35 or even
the 7:09, but more and more they are
relinquishing authority to junior colleagues
and more and more they are toying with
the idea of longer summer .vacations-
even eventual retirement. Many subur-
banites, having already retired, drop into
their homes going or coming between
winters in Florida and summers in Maine.
True, a good number of people, when re-
tirement finally comes, move to Florida
or California, or drift into downtown
hotels in the neighboring city, yet an in-
creasing number of those who are able to
"take it easy" find refuge in the older
suburbs. The hotels in these communities
are not for transients, but are havens for
many superannuated ladies and a few
gentlemen of independent means.

The established suburb is not the abid-
ing place of youth. Indeed, its aspect is de-
cidedly middle-aged, with its comfortable
homes, its notable churches, and its at-
mosphere of well-heeled maturity. Most
people, of course, must reach middle life
before they are prosperous enough to wear
the suburban crown. In proportion to the
population of the country as a whole, the
number of young children in suburban
schools is well below the average. Indeed,
in the older places-e-peace-loving com-
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munities whose residents do not wish to be
bothered-it is virtually impossible for
young parents to secure an apartment
where small children are admitted, and
generally they cannot afford to rent a
house. If they are fortunate enough eco-
nomically to pay the price of a home, they
move into Suburbia when their children
can get around, to keep them off the city
streets or, when they are of school age, to
give them the benefit of its excellent school
system. Demanding the best in everything,
the suburbs have, by the way, developed
the best school systems in the country.
Most of the boys and girls in the com-
munity are- of high school or college age-
the offspring of parents who achieved
suburban status in middle life-and many
of them are away at boarding school or
college. But even the average of older
youth is well below the national level.

The "young married" couples who dwell
in Suburbia average around forty, with no
children, or with one or possibly two, while
parents of larger families are stranded on
meager incomes in the city. The really
young couples, if their parents have money,
join the smart colonies of their kind in
the outlying rural sections, which will be-
come in a decade fully suburban. Seldom
does a debutante in a place like Wilmette
settle down, when she marries, within ten
miles of her parents. If one has a small
family already, Suburbia is a good place
to bring it up; but it is not the kind of
community to hold youth for long. Find-
ing even the local country club a little
monotonous, and social life otherwise too
exclusively middle-aged and conjugal for
their taste, young people soon weary of
driving into the city or out into the coun-
try for their companionship and amuse-
ment.

THE suburb works on the elemental
and well-nigh universal home-loving

instinct. I have suggested that it. is a psy-
chological as well as a geographical phe-
nomenon. Some people enjoy the excite-
ment of big city life; for them the rural
sunset has no charms that neon lights can-
not dispel. Others resent the daily grind of
in-and-out travel to the city. Here is the
outburst of the temperament which is for-
ever disqualified as a commuter:

A commuter is a man whose life is divided into
two principal parts: coming and going. He is a
goat in antelope's clothing. He feeds on time-
tables, asterisks, and footnotes. He thrives on
duplicated scenery. His life is one long series of
two-hundred-yard dashes.

But most of us are close enough to our
rural inheritance to cherish nostalgic long-
ing for sod under our feet and trees above
our heads. Compare this record of the av-
erage person for whom the inexorable rou-
tine of the suburban train is a small price
to pay for the quiet satisfactions of the
sequestered home:

We moved so that the children might be near
the grass and the trees. . . . I rake the leaves
myself from our seventy-five by one hundred and
twenty-five foot garden. My small son builds a
hut with packing boxes in the sumac bushes of
the vacant lot next door; my daughter wrestles
with a cigar box which will presently appear
as a bird house meant to lure a bluebird to our
garden. The children romp around the neighbor-
hood unsupervised. In the city children cannot
be permitted to go far from home alone, a state
of affairs which hinders the development of the
spirit of independence, so essential to the complete
development of the child.

Where home is of prime importance,
woman finds her sphere. And when she is
relieved of most household responsibilities,
as are a high percentage of suburban
women, the place becomes her province:
The suburb is a matriarchy. Men come
home to eat and sleep, leaving their male
interests in the city; theongoing activity of
the suburb is woman-composed and
woman-led. In the churches the women's
society is the strongest group, and in
the community the women's club is the
main thing. We find in Suburbia the
largest women's clubs, the best housed
and equipped, with the most expensive
bookings on their programs. In addition
to the women's club there are also, of
course, the drama clubs, the language so-
cieties, and the inevitable and innumera-
ble bridge clubs. Go to the suburb if you
would know the peregrinations and the
preoccupations of the college-bred Ameri-
can woman!

The distinguishing aspect of the suburb
is, of course, the commuter. His harassed
shuttling inward and outward from the
city has become an American saga. A
business man can now almost measure his
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success in direct ratio to the distance he
lives from the office and the late or early
hour of his arrival and departure. The pul-
sating centers of suburban life are the rail-
way stations where night and morning the
population converges and disperses. Gen-
erally two or more steam and electric rail-
ways serve one section, and there are al-
ways the through highways for those who
travel by automobile. Many suburbanites
dislike the twice-a-day trip, simply re-
signing themselves to it as one of the inevi-
table prices of amiable home life, but
some like it and employ it usefully reading
the morning paper in and the evening
paper out. (A few daring souls read books:
dreamers!) Those who have the knack can
do a daily cross-word puzzle between home
and office. And innumerable foursomes
time a regular card game for the stop at
Grand Central.

III

THE suburbanite's habit of thought is
inevitably influenced by his endeavor,

if not to live two lives, then to live one life
in two places. -

The English have developed the week-
end habit of life; their chief citizens work
in the city all week and retire to the coun-
try for an extended over-Sunday holiday.
Our men of affairs, with modern American
speed-up, retreat week days as well as
week-ends to their outlying homes. They
are subject daily to the somnolent at-
mosphere that rises like a mist from their
well-clipped lawns, subtly pervading the
atmosphere of Suburbia. Something treach-
erous is created in the emotions and atti-
tudes of a man who escapes after work to
irresponsibility. In his leisure hours, when
his most creative thoughts are born, he is
beguiled by the lethargy of his surround-
ings. "Suburbanitis" is a sort of sleeping-
sickness which infests the shaded avenues of
Suburbia as malaria hangs about South-
ern swamps.

It is, moreover', an agreeable malady
which the sufferers enjoy and of which
they have no desire to be cured. Benton
MacKaye reminds us that when Wash-
ington, Randolph, and Jefferson, in the
early days of the republic, rose to speak
in the Virginia House of Burgesses, they
came straight from encounter with the
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American countryside, the mud of their
native roads on their boots and the smell
of their home fields in their nostrils. And
that when the powerful magnates of Amer-
ica consorted in the drawing rooms of
Fifth Avenue a few generations later, the
throb of the city streets was in their ears.
But now the destiny of the commonwealth
is determined in the "country dub belt,"
.often in the country club itself around the
"nineteenth hole."

Into this area between the city and the
country have come the heirs of our pio-
neering tradition, the business and profes-
sionalleaders who 'are shaping the, nation.

, The question' is, of course, what will the
"suburban drag" do to the cutting edge of
their enterprise and responsibility? When
the suburbanite reaches his family at night,
he is tempted to leave behind him in the
city his sense of civic duty, the grim con-
sciousness of which our Pilgrim fathers
and our pioneering forebears took with
them to their family firesides. It is danger-
ous to separate the most fortunate people
geographically from their work and mor-
ally from the world.

Of course the suburbanite does carry
responsibility for the local affairs of Sub-
urbia. But as long as the standards and re-
strictions of the place are safely preserved
by the town administration, they are gen-
erally too trivial for him. His vital inter-
ests are in the city where he spends his
strength. But he has little or no voice in
these major affairs; he is disfranchised in
the area where his vote affects his income.
He isa contemporary victim of "taxation
without representation." The difference
between him and his revolutionary fathers
is that he does not put up a fight. If he or
his firm owns large business interests in
the city and pays heavy taxes there,
he must inevitably accept this situation
with some kind' of hard-bought social
cynicism; and even if he does not, his
fortunes are so enmeshed in its economic
structure that he cannot accept without
moral compromise his debarment from
civic participation. In either case the edge
of the business man's sense of social duty is
dulled. .

Various plans have been suggested to
alleviate this separation of franchise from
business interests, the most promising of



296 HARPER'S MAGAZINE

The suburb is a matriarchy . . .

which is for the creation of "city states."
Here is another old Greek idea come to
life again! As I have suggested, the metro-
politan area. is a far more logical division
of our population than the state. If some
method of franchise and taxation could be
devised by which the business interests
and the homesite of the suburban man
could be brought under the same jurisdic-
tion, that would, in all probability, help
as much as anything else to integrate his
sense of social duty. But you can imagine
how he would hate it!

Suburban life is also subtly undermining
the true and personal democracy of our
leading men. We have observed with some
satisfaction that one good effect of the
bombings in London has been the de-
mocratizing, under the pressure of com-
mon peril, of the English stratified society.
But we are apt to overlook the disintegra-
tion in our democracy imperceptibly deep-
ened by suburban stratification. Living
remote from the areas where the common
man lives out his life, one is apt to forget
what the vast majority of the people in
America are like. In a village or a self-
contained city it is natural for the ruling

class to know, or at least to see, other
people whom they typify in their minds as
industrial worker, farmer, or clerk. But
the modern man of affairs is separated at
his home and protected at his office from
daily and friendly community intercourse
with all kinds and conditions of men. Even
the suburban train itself contributes to his
insulation; it is both a physical convey-
ance and a social non-conductor. Unless
business executives have their offices in
their plants, their chief direct personal
contact with labor is likely to be with sub-
urban carpenters, plumbers, or painters,
whose rates are high in comparison with
the mass of labor. For these executives,
General Motors is first of. all something
which is represented on the stock ticker
by the symbol GM, and which pays
dividends endangered by the demands of
the labor union.

A particular kind of pride appears when
wide human sympathy vanishes, a pride
which explains the sufferings of others by
the easy rationalization that the race be-
longs to the strong. In Suburbia people are
apt to forget, if they ever knew, how few
people ever have the chance to he strong.
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ana in the community the women's club is the main thing.

All of this adds up to the social con-
servatism which inevitably develops when
a fortunate class becomes at once geo-
graphically isolated and economically
secure. Moving into Suburbia to "settle
down," the successful man consciously or
unconsciously sought refuge from change.
He and his kind would never be expected
to understand why this country could
support the New Deal. When a person of
standing told a friend in Suburbia back in
1936 that he was going to vote for Roose-
velt, the man's jaw dropped in absolute
dismay. He could not conceive of such a
thing; he imagined that only uncouth fel-
lows and those who lived on relief would

.vote that way. It is not surprising that
contemporary movements of "one hun-
dred percentism," including Mrs. Dilling's
Red Network, should have originated in the
suburbs. Whatever hope there may be for
a new and more enlightened national

economy, it does not arise at present from
Suburbia. There is no tolerance for Jews
nor hospitality for Negroes in most of the
well-to-do suburbs, any more than for
labor unions and co-operatives. Suburbia
is an island of conservatism, if not com-
placency, where the main thing is to keep
the status with the quo.

IV

BEFoREwe estimate the future of the sub-
urban mind, let us glance at some

prophecies regarding the permanence of
the suburb itself as a population unit.

What of Professor William F. Ogburn's
suggestion that our cities be broken into
small outlying units to escape the menace
of the atomic bomb? For two good reasons
that suggestion is not likely to be taken
seriously. For one thing, the country as
a whole seems far from ready to do much
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about the atomic menace; and, for an-
other, even if it did, we can hardly imag-
ine undertaking a preventive measure so
drastic as the decentralization of the major
and directive portion of our population.
Our nation is constructed upon the princi-
ple of centralization and there is every
reason to expect that it will continue to
operate for a long time ahead on that
principle. During the war period just
closed, 1941-1945, the suburban concen-
tration was encouraged by the develop-
ment of war industries, chiefly in the
South and West. Population' readjust-
ments must come again, but the trends at
present, according to recent census re-
ports, point toward a continuation of sub-
urban development.

Indeed, when building is resumed, all
indications point to population move-
ments into the sl!,burb so strong that con-
trols will be necessary to prevent over-
expansion, with accompanying unplanned
and haphazard development. If and when
the family airplane and the airplane jitney
arrive, the suburban belt will probably be
extended. The decentralization of the big
city is already a well-established fact
which will continue to contribute to the
suburb, as will likewise the corresponding
depopulation of'the farming districts, ow-
ing to the improvement of farm machin-
ery. All indications, therefore, point to the
permanence of the suburb in size and
importance as a cultural unit.

But though the suburbs are pretty certain
to continue, we may expect the develop-
ment of a great many more satellite com-
munities, Many light industries are al-
ready moving from the city into the sub-
urb. This trend of .industry out from the
center is the only feasible solution for the
increasing mid-city traffic problem, and is
moreover facilitated. by the corresponding
improvements in interurban communica-
tion. Then, of course, there is the added
incentive of lower tax and utility rates in
the smaller place of which, undoubtedly,
the suburban town fathers will become
thriftily aware as more and more indus-
tries appear. And the enthusiasm of the
residents for strict zoning will be con-
fronted by an enthusiasm on the part of
local business men for relaxed zoning.

Hence we may expect increasing indus-

trial migration, not from New York and
Chicago to the West and South, but from
Manhattan and the Loop to Scarsdale and
Evanston. Present satellite communities
will increase in population; new ones will
spring up; and, most disturbing of all to
the complacency of our dormitory towns,
typical suburban communities will be-
come more and more like the city itself.
In such economically self-sufficient sub-
urbs we can expect the social schizophre-
nia to disappear, political responsibility to
increase, population to become democra-
tized, and the ordeal of commuting itself
to be mitigated.

Old Suburbia will huddle behind its
clipped hedges for a while, bewailing the
influx of new elements. Then, sooner or
later, it will move to some still inviolate
section where it will once again try to
barricade itself behind broad, tree-shaded
lawns. For the suburban mind, in its
virulent and incurable form, will probably
always be with us to some extent.

BUT we have a right to hope that more
and more suburbanites will become

aware of the provincializing effect upon
them of their sheltered environment, and
will make an effort to annex themselves
geographically and psychologically to the
Union. For Suburbia is, after all, as much

, a part of the commonwealth as Manhattan
or Estes Park, though it lies somewhere in
between. Whatever else the suburbanite
needs in order to consolidate his life with
that of the nation, he needs social imagina-
tion. He thinks he is sophisticated but what
he lacks more than anything else' is true
sophistication. He must, to be true to him-
self, develop the kind of social imagination
which may be called, for want of a better
name, "disinterestedness." He must learn
to see beyond his class, to unify his spheres
of home and livelihood, and to identify
himself with the events· of his times. If
enough suburbanites could accomplish
this mental adjustment, Suburbia might
become one with our emerging American
culture, and constitute the most effective
link between the various conflicting ele-
ments of our country and the most sig-
nificant fruitage of our twentieth-century
civilization.

The suburb is destined more and more to



THE SUBURBAN MIND 299

become the vortex of our tangled, chang-
ing, expanding world. Lewis Mumford, in
The Culture of Cities, established the thesis
that cities are the unexplored and uncon-
quered wilderness of human relations.
And Benton MacKaye has said, "Man-
kind has cleared the jungle and replaced it
with the labyrinth."

Americans are sprung from a pioneer-

ing stock which has always met the chal-
lenge of new frontiers. Our hope for the
suburb lies here. When the suburbanite
becomes fully aware that he is not "out of
things," as he fondly supposed, but at the
center of things, he may rouse himself
from his lethargy to play his full role in
the development of the stimulating, laby-
rinthian culture of cities.

A distinguishing aspect of suburban life is the commuter.


